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ESOL students are climbing a wall twice as high as
English mother-tongue students. Give them a push-up
fsemdtimedto.time and help them get to the top.
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English For Academic Purposes Program

The English for Academic Purposes
Program (EAPP) is designed to
facilitate a staged transition to the
academic mainstream at PTIS for
students who come in to the school
with limited English proficiency.

In order to ease the difficult transition
to an English-medium curriculum, the
EAPP is structured as a three-stage
program. In Stage 1 students attend
Maths, Art/Drama, PE, and
Languages Other Than English (LOTE)
with their mainstream peers.
Instruction in Humanities, Science, and
subjects aimed specifically at language
development (Grammar, Reading

Comprehension, Writing, etc.) are
delivered in the sheltered immersion
environment of the Stage 1 classroom.

When students progress to Stage 2,
their exposure to mainstream classes is
broadened to include Science and
Design Technology/Information
Technology. EAPP teachers
accompany Stage 2 students in
mainstream classes wherever possible,
and considerable time is spent in the
EAPP classroom clarifying and
consolidating what has been learned
in the mainstream classes.

Finally, in Stage 3 students attend all
classes with their mainstream peers.
An EAPP teacher accompanies
students to Humanities classes
wherever possible.

Continued English language support,

and modified curriculum support is
provided.

Did You Know Thak...

&1 current senior school

students have passed through
the EAPP?

The EAPP Department: Harry Rinehart, Tiffany Crook (Co-Heads) & Genevieve Huchulak with additional assistance from Kailash Mani, Borys Maciburko & Simon Armitage.
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by the EAPP Department

What Do We Do?

The push-in EAPP teacher’s primary function
in a mainstream classroom is to support the
EAPP student as he/she adjusts to the
linguistic and cognitive expectations of the
mainstream classroom.

There are many ways that the EAPP teacher
is able to support mainstream teachers in the
delivery of their curriculum. Our role is to
linguistically unpack the mainstream lessons
and to ensure that the success of the student
in the subject is not solely correlated to their
linguistic ability, but also to their
understanding of the content covered.

At PTIS the EAPP teachers are language
specialists. We are not typically mainstream
subject specialists. However, we are able to
support student learning in the following
ways:

Team teaching/Support lecturer

EAPP teachers can write challenging
vocabulary on the board during subject-
teachers’ presentations.

EAPP teachers can give presentations to all
students on format requirements and genre.
For example, if students are required to write
newspaper articles, give presentations, or
write formal letters, then this can be
presented to the class by the EAPP teacher.

EAPP teachers are language teachers
experienced in teaching vocabulary.

Presentations on vocabulary and genre-
specific discourse features can be presented
by the EAPP teachers.

EAPP teachers can give lectures on effective
note-taking skills, mindmapping, and
bibliography writing.

The EAPP department members are building
their Moodle sites with the aim of supporting
ESOL students in the mainstream class.
Language-specific information is given
alongside the mainstream curriculum. This is
to guide and support ESOL students in the
mainstream and in the EAPP.

ESOL: English for Speakers of Other Languages

Skills and Content

EAPP pull-out time focuses on the consolidation
and development of skills introduced in the
mainstream classroom. Content and language
are unpacked and scaffolded to ensure
maximum student understanding.

EAPP teachers familiarize themselves with the
mainstream curriculum. They are able to use
mainstream subject knowledge in their
language assignments. Equipped with his up-to-
date information, they are better able to
scaffold language and reinforce content during
pull-out lessons.

Language Modification of Assessments

EAPP teachers can proof assessment tasks and
provide suggestions on how to better enable
the ESOL students to access the questions. In
the past, this has been done through the use of
glossaries and diagrammatics.

Note-taking

In lecture-heavy classes, EAPP teachers can
take notes for ESOL students. The ESOL
students should sit next to the EAPP teacher
and be able to use the teacher’s notes to check
for clarity (when writing on the board is not
clear, or concepts are not fully comprehended).
As the students’ note-taking skills and
comprehension skills improve, there is less
need for the visual reinforcement provided by
the EAPP teacher’s notes. These lecture notes
will be available on EAPP Moodle sites.
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Are You?

Modiﬁjihg instruction is critical to the ESOL

students’ success. However, modifying

mstruction doesnt mean creating a second

lesson plan or curriculum; it Just means

changing some of the ways that you do

things. Most of your native English-speaking
students can benefit from wmwodifications as

well!

For an eye-opening activity, tick the ones that you do...

Using your EAPP teacher

= [ ] Meet with your EAPP
8 teacher to go over the
unit to familiarize him/

|her with the unit
¥ expectations, key
concepts and the end-of-
~ unit assessments.

] Ask your EAPP teacher to work with a
small group of ESOL students to produce a
photo-dictionary of high frequency words
for your subject.

[ Let your EAPP teacher know if you are
away from the classroom during push-in
time.

] Make use of your EAPP teacher and his/
her skills in language teaching.

Teaching and learning

[ Set induction - focus
*~ aftention on what is to
® be learned by gaining
. students' interest;
transition from old to
new materials, relating
back to previous
learning; providing a structure for the
lesson, telling students what is expected;
giving meaning to new concepts or
principles by giving examples

] Write up a brief lesson plan on the side
of the whiteboard — this could be as simple
as four activities with an end goal

] Write the lesson aim on the whiteboard
at the beginning of the lesson

[} Jot down new subject/genre-specific
vocabulary on the whiteboard as you
lecture

[ Encourage students to create a word
wall of all new vocabulary covered in your
unit (this could be a homework assignment
of one blank page)

] Summarize the salient points of the
lesson several times as you teach the class

] Avoid using idioms — ESOL students tend
to take each word literally and will end up
not being able to see the wood for the
trees. For them to understand you can be as
difficult as finding a needle in a haystack!

Using visual cues and/or diagrams

[J In practical subjects
where students are
expected to use
equipment, place a
photo of the apparatus
alongside the word on
the cupboard.

[ Give pre-reading to the ESOL students. If
students have time to go over the language
of the concepts prior to the lesson,
understanding during class time is improved.

] Encourage the ESOL students to pre-
read about concepts in their mothertongue
to allow them to have a basic understanding
prior to your lecture. Give them topics

beforehand.

[] Use interactive animations for advanced
concepts. An animation is worth a thousand
pictures, and a picture is worth a thousand
words. In math-speak that means that an
animation is worth a million words!

[J Encourage ESOL students to use
www.eslreader.com. Students can paste
electronic text into the reader and each
word will be hyperlinked to a dictionary of
their choosing.

Ensuring Understanding

0O Check for
understanding by asking
ESOL students to
paraphrase what you
have just said. If you ask
them if they understood,
the answer will almost
always be “Yes” even if the real answer is
“What on earth is this all about?”

] Be patient. Give the students time to
respond. They are processing the concept in
their MT, and then translating into English.
Always check for understanding in a small
group context to avoid embarrassment and
to encourage honesty.

[ Seat ESOL students next to a language
buddy, but in an international seating plan.
For example, in a group of five students, two
will be the same nationality, and three will
be other nationalities. This encourages use
of English as a Lingua Franca (and as a tool
for learning).

] Encourage an English only classroom,

but allow Mothertongue when clarification
is needed.

ANY CONCERNS
ABOUT LANGUAGE
ISSUES?

TALK TO AN
ESOL TEACHER.



http://www.eslreader.com
http://www.eslreader.com
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